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EDITORIAL CARTOON

If last week’s headline about 
Wisconsin police departments 
blacking out information in po-
lice reports was confusing, then 
it served its purpose. It conveyed 
the confusion this newspaper and 
dozens of open records advocates 
have experienced when they 
encounter the latest roadblock 
in serving the people’s right to 
know.

Liability insurance carriers for 
many state municipalities are 
encouraging police agencies – in-
cluding the Milton Police De-
partment – to redact (black out) 
information from routine police 
reports that identifi es the people 
involved in an incident before 

providing copies of the reports to 
the public. It doesn’t matter if the 
subject in the police report re-
ceived a simple speeding ticket or 
was arrested for a violent crime; 
you won’t fi nd out who they are 
or where they’re from.

It’s an absurd notion. The 
information contained in police 
reports has long been consid-
ered public record. However, it 
is advice 74 Wisconsin police 
departments and sheriff’s offi ces 
have started to follow based on 
an over-zealous interpretation of 
recent federal court cases. This 
growing shadow of government 
secrecy should be reason for 
great concern.

The two federal court decisions 
– Senne v. Village of Palatine 
and Maracich v. Spears – involve 

the dissemination of personal 
information obtained through 
Department of Motor Vehicle re-
cords and how they relate to the 
Driver’s Privacy Protection Act.
The DPPA was signed into law 

by President Bill Clinton in 1994 
in response to the death of a 21-
year-old California actress, who 
was shot to death by a stalker 
who managed to track her using 
a private detective and Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicle records.

Since it was enacted, the DPPA 
has prohibited the disclosure of 
personal information – such as a 
home address or driver’s license 
number – obtained through 
Department of Motor Vehicle 

records with few exemptions.
In 2010, Jason Senne sued the 

Village of Palatine, a northwest 
Chicago suburb, for a parking 
ticket he received. The citation 
had Senne’s name, address, 
driver’s license number and 
other information — all report-
edly obtained through the Illinois 
DMV — listed on it. The Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals (which 
includes Wisconsin in its juris-
diction) ruled that suffi cient evi-
dence existed to support Senne’s 
claim that the ticket, which sat 
visible to passersby, violated his 
privacy.

VIEWPOINT

Police reports need open records treatment
What the open

records law says
“... it is declared to be the public 
policy of this state that all persons 
are entitled to the greatest pos-
sible information regarding the 
a! airs of government and the 
o"  cial acts of those o"  cers and 
employees who represent them.”

See VIEWPOINT, Page 7B

Letters to the Editor
Worried about bypass’ e! ect on business

Dear Editor:
This will be the fi rst time I have ever written a letter, 

but I feel it is very important.
Many of Milton’s current small businesses have lost a 

lot of business with our new State Highway 26 bypass. 
Some that I have talked to may close down. 

I have a small business in town, “Facial’s by Laura.” 
Since my clients come mostly from Milton, I should be 
fi ne. But for myself and my friends, I enjoy having our 
current places to shop.

For those of us (and we may be the majority) who 
would rather travel between here and Janesville on 
a business road rather than the new Interstate-type 
Highway 26, we need another road from Janesville to get 
shoppers to come back.

Maybe extend Parkview Drive?
I think this should be our Number 1 priority, before 

expansion of the police station, city hall and the library.
If you agree, call, email, stop in and let our city ad-

ministrator know and all government offi cials so we can 
move forward.

Help “Save our Milton.”
L a u r a Sy k o r a , Milton

Protect our social safety net
Dear Editor:
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid are some of 

the pillars of our social and fi nancial safety net. The 
programs are needed to support the elderly, disabled and 
the poor. Most of us want these systems, which were put 
in place by our elected offi cials.

President Eisenhower said in essence that we should 
decide what we need and then secure the fi nancing to put 
them in place, yet all I see on the news or in the news-
papers are ways to cut or decrease these benefi ts such as 
chained CPI, cuts to Medicare and Medicaid.

Has our society been so degraded that the needs of the 
many are trumped by the greed of the few?

J a m es L a m o n t , Milton

Online Poll
This week’s

question
Sen. Tim Cullen, D-Janesville, 
is proposing legislation that 
would require all new school 
buses in Wisconsin to be 
equipped with seat belts. Is 
this a good idea?

! Yes
! No
! Not sure

To vote, visit www.miltoncou-
rieronline.com and select your 
answer. A new poll question is 

posted every Tuesday.

Last week’s
question

Have you " gured out how 
to get around the area now 
that the State Highway 26 
bypass is open?

! Yes. It wasn’t di"  cult at all
......................................... 27.6%
! Yes, now that I’m used to it
......................................... 13.8%
! No. I try to avoid it ....... 44.8%
! Somebody send help! I’m lost!
......................................... 13.8%

Letters to the Editor Policy
Every letter to the editor must be signed by its author, 

and the author’s name is always printed with the letter. 
Letters must also be accompanied by the author’s ad-
dress and telephone number. 

Lists of individuals or organizations to be recognized 
are not legitimate letters to the editor. Such “thank you” 
notes are published elsewhere in the paper.

Mass produced letters are also unacceptable. Brief let-
ters will be printed in their entirety. Longer letters may 
be edited, as well as those tending toward libel, vulgarity 
or redundancy.

Letters can be mailed to P.O. Box 69, Milton, WI 
53563, or emailed to couriereditor@hngnews.com.

By Tom Den Boer
YMCA of Northern Rock County

It is often said that 
Wisconsin has only two 
seasons – winter and road 
construction. And with 
the beginning of another 
school year, I will assume 
that we are approaching 
the end of the road con-
struction season or, more 
appropriately, the summer 
season. I hope you and 
your family enjoyed a won-
derful summer. 

As with most people, we 
take time during the sum-
mer for vacations, spend 
time outside enjoying the 
wonderful Midwest sum-
mer nights or travel to 
see friends and relatives. 
Summer is also a time 
when youth participate in a 
variety of sports, either to 
learn a new sport or to im-
prove their ability through 
summer sport camps or 
summer leagues.
Often, young athletes 

and their parents become 
frustrated worrying about 
things over which they 
have little or no control. All 
young athletes strive for 
a spot on their local swim 
team, to maintain a .400 
batting average, to make 
the all-conference team, 
to earn a college scholar-
ship or to play profes-

sional sports. Those 
accomplishments 
are a product of the 
process and not a 
given award be-
cause participating 
in youth sports is 
about the journey 
and not about the 
destination.

A young man or 
woman should par-
ticipate in athletics to learn 
life lessons such as striving 
for excellence, discipline, 
working hard, dealing with 
failure and remaining resil-
ient. The reason an athlete 
works so hard today is to 
ensure having the maxi-
mum amount of success 
and enjoyment possible for 
life tomorrow.

Youth sports programs 
can fi ll the discretionary 
hours of young people 
with positive activities 
and caring adult attention. 
Coaches – often volunteers, 
including many parents – 
should emphasize team-
work and cooperation over 
winning at any cost and 
focus on developing good 
values over developing the 
next superstar. 

In athletics, the next 
game is the only thing that 
is a given and the idea 
that there is a big payoff 
down the road is beyond 
the young athlete’s con-

trol. Hard work in 
a home training 
program is em-
powering. When 
an athlete steps 
into the batter’s 
box in a game or 
takes the start 
platform in a swim 
meet, he or she is 
empowered with 
the knowledge that 

they have earned the right 
to have success. They have 
a mental edge and know 
that they worked to achieve 
the success and enjoyment 
they will experience.

As times goes by, a young 
athlete might fi nd the team 
is overloaded with talent 
and the coach might not 
think the player is good 
enough to compete for a 
position. With high school 
athletes, college scouts may 
say no and deny an athlete 
a scholarship. However, 
young athletes have no 
control over those opin-
ions. They might get the 
opportunity to play and 
they must work hard to be 
ready for success.

It is extremely important 
to remember that athletics 
are all about the journey 
and not the destination. 
Athletes might not achieve 
their all-star dreams, but 
when it’s all over, they 
will be the ones who have 

learned to be dedicated and 
be the best that they can 
be. And those memories 
of the journey will last a 
lifetime.

Some simple ways to 
put more play rather then 
organized sports in your 
day, while at the same time 
getting the entire family to 
get more active, include:
! Making physical activ-

ity a regular part of family 
play time. The more active 
children are, the more 
likely they are to continue 
being physically active later 
in life. 
! Allow children to have 

unstructured playtime. All 
play is not created equal. 
Children need different 
types of play – indoor and 
outdoor, active and inac-
tive. 
! Reintroduce your child 

to the basics of active play: 
Play hopscotch or basket-
ball, jump rope or enjoy 
games such as red light, 
green light and Simon says. 
! Limit screen time and 

use of electronic media to 
allow more time for play. 

Dr. Thomas J. Den Boer 
serves as the CEO of the 
YMCA of Northern Rock 
County. Send ideas and 

comments by calling (608) 
754-6654 or emailing 

tdenboer@ymcajanesville.
org.

GUEST COLUMN

Playing for keeps: Youth sports have lifelong bene# ts

Tom Den Boer
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Spears specifi cally ad-
dressed the way an ex-
emption was used to gain 
access to DMV records. 
In this case, trial lawyers 
submitted several open re-
cords requests to the South 
Carolina DMV seeking 
names and addresses in 
order to solicit clients for a 
lawsuit against several car 
dealerships. They claimed 
an exemption within DPPA 
that allows access to DMV 
records “For use in con-
nection with any civil, 
criminal, administrative, 
or arbitral proceeding,” 
including “investigation 
in anticipation of litiga-
tion.” In response, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled, 
“Solicitation of prospective 
clients is not a permissible 
use ‘in connection with’ 
litigation or ‘investigation 
in anticipation of litiga-
tion’ under (b)(4) of the 
DPPA.”
Wisconsin appears to be 

the only state where these 
rulings are affecting the re-
lease of information from 
police reports to the press 
and the public. These cases 
had nothing to do with 
access to police reports 
or the use of information 
contained within them as 
a matter of public record. 
They are separate issues.
The fi rst exemption of 

the DPPA is very clear. 
DMV records can be ac-

cessed “For use by any 
government agency, 
including any court or law 
enforcement agency, in 
carrying out its functions, 
or any private person or 
entity acting on behalf of 
a Federal, State, or local 
agency in carrying out its 
functions.”

Responding to public 
records requests falls 
within the scope of a 
police department “carry-
ing out its functions.” If 
police reports are public 
records, then the informa-
tion contained within them 
– including the personal 
information obtained or 
confi rmed by the DMV – 
should be considered pub-
lic information as well.

State Attorney General 
J.B. Van Hollen has previ-
ously commented on this 
issue and offered the same 
conclusion. In a 2008 in-
formal opinion, he wrote: 
“The Wisconsin Public 
Records Law imposes 
a statutory duty on law 
enforcement agencies to 
respond to public records 
requests. In the course of 
carrying out its functions, 
including responding to 
public records requests, a 
law enforcement agency 
may disclose personal 
information obtained from 
DOT that is held by the law 
enforcement agency.”

In July, Van Hollen’s 
offi ce decided to punt 
instead of standing by his 
previous stance. Represen-
tatives from his offi ce have 

stated they are awaiting 
the outcome of a lawsuit 
between the New Rich-
mond News and the City 
of New Richmond, where 
the local newspaper alleges 
its police department is 
unfairly limiting access to 
information.

Van Hollen’s excuse is 
a weak one. He knows it 
could be years before the 
New Richmond case is put 
to rest. In the meantime, 
Wisconsin citizens will be 
left in the dark about the 
actions of their own police 
departments. The uncer-
tainty also puts munici-
palities in a bad spot.

City of Milton offi cials 
have made it clear they 
believe the information in 
police reports should be 
considered public record, 
but they are left with little 
choice other than to follow 
the directives from their 
insurance carrier for fear 
of increased premiums or 
dropped coverage.
The DPPA was intended 

to limit who has access to 
DMV records. It was not 
intended to limit access to 
police records. We don’t 

have secret police arrest-
ing citizens or writing 
tickets and then not telling 
us who is involved. 

Despite the Attorney 
General’s reluctance to 
back up his own state-
ments on this issue, his 
reasoning in 2008 was 
and continues to be sound. 
Nothing in the Senne or 
Spears cases should have 
changed those perceptions.
This isn’t about a news-

paper’s ability to scour 
DMV records for informa-
tion. The DPPA clearly 
prohibits that. Rather, this 
issue pertains to letting 
police departments do 
their job. An offi cer must 
verify the people they are 
communicating with are 
who they say they are, and 
they often do that by cross-
checking a DMV database. 
They should not have to 
worry about being sued 
for violating the DPPA 
because of an attorney’s 
broad misinterpretation of 
a couple of court cases or 
being sued because of al-
legations they are violating 
the state’s public records 
law by not providing 
enough information.
The public’s right to 

know is not served by 
following the misguided 
advice of municipal insur-
ance carriers for legal 
matters that have not been 
resolved. We urge Wiscon-
sin police agencies to err 
on the side of openness by 
following the state’s long-
standing open records law.

VIEWPOINT
Continued from page 6B

Lately, I’ve been writ-
ing about my 50th class 
reunion and growing up 
in the 1950s. As I thought 
about my childhood years, I 
began to realize how much 
things have changed over 
the years – especially the 
meanings of certain words:

A cell phone was what a 
person used when they had 
to call someone from jail.

A mouse pad was the 
hole in the wall in our attic 
where mice lived.

An apple was something 
we ate, and a MacIntosh 
was a special kind of apple.

A party line had noth-
ing to do with politicians’ 
common views. It was 
the phone line we shared 
with neighbors, allowing 
us to eavesdrop on private 
conversations – sort of like 
what our government is do-
ing today.

In the 1950s, we drank 
Coke instead of snorted it, 
and “weed” was an unwant-
ed plant we pulled from the 

garden.
There have been 

many other changes 
since I was a young-
ster.

In the 1950s, 
members of our 
family went to the 
dentist only when 
we had a problem 
with a tooth. We 
didn’t have preven-
tative six-month or 
yearly checkups, 
and no wire braces tamed 
our teeth.
When I was in grade 

school, the entire class – 
and the teacher – recited 
the Pledge of Allegiance ev-
ery morning, and we sang 
religious as well as secular 
songs at Christmas time. 
One high school classmate 
recalls standing up in her 
grade school and facing the 
East on Veteran’s Day.
On Memorial Day, stu-

dents picked homegrown 
fl owers and collectively 
walked to local cemeteries 

to place them on 
the graves of de-
ceased veterans.

It was exciting to 
occasionally have 
fi re drills at school. 
Now and then, 
we also practiced 
hiding under our 
desks in case Russia 
launched a nuclear 
attack against the 
U.S. In hindsight, 
I don’t think those 

desks would have saved us 
if a gigantic, mushroom-
shaped cloud – permeated 
with deadly radiation – 
appeared in the sky above 
Milton. (The word, “vapor-
ized,” immediately comes 
to mind.) 
The candy cigarettes we 

bought around town were 
far less dangerous than 
bombs. They were white, 
with pinkish-red tips, and 
had a chalky texture. At 
one point, I even “smoked” 
candy cigarettes with simu-
lated smoke. As I puffed 

away, a fi ne, white powder 
fi lled the air. (Ironically, 
a “real” cigarette never 
touched my lips.) We also 
enjoyed bubble gum cigars.

In the 1950s, a few dol-
lars fi lled a car’s gas tank, 
and postage stamps sold 
for 4 cents each. Village 
residents had to visit the 
post offi ce every day, since 
home delivery of mail 
didn’t begin until Mil-
ton and Milton Junction 
merged in 1967.
When it came to food, my 

mother made most things 
from scratch. Microwaves 
and a number of conve-
nience foods weren’t “born” 
yet. Meals were always 
served on time, with each 
family member sitting at 
the table every night.

Surprisingly, almost ev-
ery family in the 1950s had 
more than one dishwasher 
in the kitchen. Some house-
hold had as many as fi ve or 
six, depending on the ages 
of the children.

SUNNY SIDE UP

Same words, di! erent definitions
By Rebecca Kanable
Courier Correspondent

A year ago this month, 
a friend convinced me to 
meet her at the gym. If I 
didn’t show up, she was 
going to track me down 
and drive me there her-
self. After hearing her talk 
on and on about fi tness, 
her message had gotten 
through to me. Even at that 
point, I gave her what I 
thought were some pretty 
good excuses for not being 
able to join her.

Finally, because I wasn’t 
exercising on my own and 
I wanted to do something, 

I agreed to 
go with her. 
Yes, I need-
ed to lose 
weight (and 
still do), 
but mainly 
I wanted to 
feel better. 
Going to 

the gym that 
fi rst time 
was scary. I 

didn’t know exactly what to 
expect and knew that start-
ing at square one, I would 
be unable to meet high 
expectations. 

WHAT TO WEAR
One of the biggest con-

cerns I had is I didn’t know 
what to wear.
While shopping and 

trying on clothes, I was 
convinced that exercise 
clothes for larger women 
are not made for serious 
exercising, they’re made 
for lounging. They’re made 
to enable large women to 
become larger. If you’re not 
small or physically fi t, the 
fashion industry is betting 
you will buy T-shirts, sweat 
pants and sweat shirts be-
cause they are comfortable. 
I say let’s prove there’s a 
need for serious workout 
clothes for all sizes and 
shapes.
Women at least have 

the option to wear men’s 
T-shirts. I’m not sure what 
men do when they don’t 
fi nd clothes that fi t.
While bright, attention-

getting neon colors are 
in style, I wish the fash-
ion industry would offer 
camoufl age clothes, not the 
green kind for hunting, but 
a camo pattern that would 
help people who are new 
to the gym blend in. Maybe 
a gray and black pattern. 
Although I have gotten 
braver, I still prefer to wear 
gray and black, which “they 
say” is slenderizing.
Wouldn’t it be great 

if a clothing manufac-
turer would offer a line of 
workout wear that believed 
in women losing weight? 
Different sized tops would 
match different sized 
pants. Maybe the pants 
would have a waistband 
that could be tightened 
until you were ready for the 
next size. (I love drawstring 
pants.) Retailers could of-
fer an incentive for women 
who lost weight. When they 
brought back an item that 
was too large for them, 
they could get a discount 
for an item in their new, 
smaller size.

Consignment stores are 

one way to go when you’re 
not sure what size you are 
or are going to be. I found a 
pair of capris locally. I love 
that we have two consign-
ment stores on the same 
block on Parkview Drive.
Online shopping is 

another option, especially 
when you are looking for 
something for a specifi c 
fi tness program. A quick 
online search will show you 
there are online retailers 
that specialize in clothing 
for larger women that spe-
cialize in plus-size clothing 
and active wear.

Shoes that fi t your feet 
and your specifi c exercise 
are another consideration. 
More important than style 
are shoes that you can 
actually exercise in. Don’t 
forget to tie your shoes. If 
you can slip your shoes on 
and off without tying them, 
they are probably too loose 
and that’s not good.

WHAT ARE YOU
LOOKING AT?
Regardless of whether or 

not people are into fashion, 
they may be afraid of going 
to a gym or to a class for 
the fi rst time, or even the 
fi rst few times. Personal 
trainers say this is com-
mon. People may think 
everyone will look at him.  
Even if you have the best 
shoes, the best clothes, and 
you’ve got your hair and 
nails done, others who are 
in the gym are not there to 
watch you, they are there to 
watch themselves improve. 

If you make a mistake 
trying a new exercise, try 
and try again. 

Instructors and trainers 
are there for you. Don’t 
know what to do? Ask. Still 
don’t know? Ask again. 

WHAT’S YOUR GOAL?
My goal at the gym has 

been to keep showing up 
and exercising three times 
a week. Most weeks I have 
achieved that goal. Other 
successes have followed. 
I do feel healthier. When 
I look in the mirror, I see 
a person who is trying to 
improve. If nothing else, 
being at the gym for an 
hour ensures I will not eat 
unhealthy food that hour.

I have mentioned previ-
ously, I am trying to fi nd 
my own pace while run-
ning. Recently I was run-
ning and the person joked, 
“When are you going to 
give up this fi tness non-
sense?”

It’s a fair question.
I think if you’re really go-

ing to try a fi tness program, 
it takes a while to fi gure out 
if the program really works 
for you, if it’s something 
that will keep you exercis-
ing. Results, especially last-
ing results, may not take 
days or weeks, but possibly 
months or even years.

I overheard one woman 
at the gym rhetorically ask, 
“You mean we have to work 
out the rest of our lives?”

Yes, though you don’t 
have to do the same pro-
gram the rest of your life.

Fitness is a journey. If 
you haven’t started, you 
might consider listening to 
a friend. Despite my inse-
curities, I’m glad that I did.

FITNESS FOR THOUGHT

Listen to
a friend

Leanne
Lippincott-
Wuerthele

For the fourth year run-
ning, I spent a delightful 
day at the Wisconsin Sheep 
and Wool Festival at the 
Jefferson County Fair-
grounds. 
Held the 
fi rst week-
end after 
Labor Day 
each year, 
this festival 
celebrates 
everything 
sheep and/
or wool 
from hand 
dyed yarns 
to lambing to crook and 
whistle trials for the work-
ing dogs. 
This year was no excep-

tion. I got there a little early 
on Friday morning and 
spent part of my morning 

on the bleachers listen-
ing to dog owners whistle 
commands to their eager 
four-legged helpers who did 
an amazing job of leading 
sheep through gates, up 
and down fi elds and into 
pens. The sheep did not 
seemed particularly ambiv-
alent to the entire process.
Then I took a class 

about two-color knitting, 
mostly because I am tired 
of becoming entangled in 
my yarn every time I try to 
knit with more than one 
strand. I had a delightful 
time, learned a lot and met 
several interesting knitters 
in the process.

Lunch was on the fair-
grounds, supporting 
agricultural scholarships 
for students and benefi t-
ting greatly from amaz-

ing homemade pies in 
the process. I stopped by 
the registration area and 
through my lot in for a 
chance at the most amazing 
wool quilt. And then it was 
off to my favorite part – the 
yarn vendors. The amazing 
variety of fi bers at this fes-
tival is almost overwhelm-
ing, and always inspiring. 
I encountered someone 
who had actually managed 
to knit an entire Dr. Who 
scarf (a true feat of perse-
verance). I felt with amaze-
ment the alpaca yarns – so 
incredibly soft, admired 
the angora bunnies, and 
watched several spinners 
at their craft as they turned 
sheared wool into fi ber.

I did return home with 
more projects on the docket 
and lots of ideas – just in 

time to knit away during 
the Green Bay Packers 
game on Sunday. I was even 
inspired to sign up for a 
class at the local yarn shop.

Since coming to Wiscon-
sin, I have discovered that 
it has many little treasures 
like this: the Sheep and 
Wool festival, which draws 
people from around the 
country; fabulous farmers 
markets in almost every 
town, and a particularly 
amazing one around the 
state capital; an amazing 
network of rails-to-trails 
bike trails; and incredible 
parks and natural areas to 
explore and enjoy. These 
little, often overlooked, 
treasures are what build 
communities and make 
a place truly special. And 
Wisconsin is truly special.

CHEESE GRITS

Sheep, rabbits, dogs and Wisconsin

Michele
Arduengo

What do
you think?

Email editor James 
Debilzen at couriereditor@
hngnews.com or call him 
at 868-2442.

Rebecca Kanable

robbed of $177 at gun point shortly after 11 p.m. Thursday, March 
13, according to sheriff’s deputies.A short stocky man, in his mid-20s, 
with shoulder-length hair and a ski mask pulled over his face, stuffed
the cash from the till into his pockets, ripped the phone off the wall,
and ordered the bartender, George H. Huntley, of rural Milton Jct.,
not to follow him, deputies reports said.Huntley, Mrs. Betty J. Kai, the 
bar’s owner, also from rural Milton Jct., and another customer, all con-
firmed that the robber was the same man that had been a customer in 
the bar 15 minutes earlier.Moments before the robbery occurred, Mrs. 
Kaihademptiedthecashregisterofover$1000andleftTheother
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